Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
PAGE 01 BAGHDA 00080 111035Z 
11 

ACTION NEA-13 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 ISO-00 SSO-00 NSCE-00 USIE-00 INRE-00 

PM-07 NSC-10 SPC-03 SAM-01 SS-20 RSC-01 CIAE-00 

DODE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 PA-04 PRS-01 L-03 DRC-01 10-14 

AF-10 /124W 

121075 

OR 110940ZFEB 74 

FM USINT BAGHDAD 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 0773 

INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 

AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 

AMEMBASSY IIDDA 

AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 

AMEMBASSY LONDON 

AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 

AMEMBASSY PARIS 

AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BAGHDAD 0080 

BEIRUT PASS DAMASCUS 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MOPS, IZ, IR 

SUBJECT: IRAQI-IRANIAN BORDER CLASH 
REE: BAGHDAD 50 

1. BAGHDAD RADIO NIGHT OF FEB 10 ISSUED MILITARY COMMUNIQUE 
STATING THAT IRANIAN ARMED FORCES WITH TANKS AND ARTILLERY 
MADE BORDER INCURSION MORNING OF FEB 10 IN AREA NEAR BADRA 
IN CENTRAL IRAQ. 

2. COMMUNIQUE CLAIMS ATTACK PRECEDED BY IRANIAN INCURSION 
ON DECEMBER 24 AND ANOTHER BORDER ATTACK ON EEB 4 IN WHICH 
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THERE WERE 10 IRAQI CASUALTIES. IRANIAN PROVOCATIONS CONTINUED 
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AND ON FEB 10 IRANIAN USED TANKS AND ARTILLERY. 21 IRAQI 
CASUALTIES AND MORE THAN 70 IRANIAN CASUALTIES. KAIMMAQAM 
OF BADRA REQUESTED MEETING WITH IRANIAN COUNTERPART BUT WAS 
REEUSED. IRANIAN FORCES REMAIN MOBILIZED AND THEIR A/C 
ARE VIOLATING IRAQI AIR SPACE. 

3. COMMENT: CLASH CAME AS COMPLETE SURPRISE HERE SINCE NO 
INFO ON ALLEGED EARLIER CLASHES HAD GOTTEN AROUND. USUALLY 
WELL INFORMED ALGERIAN AMBASSADOR TOLD ME FEB 10 THAT IRANIAN- 
IRAQI RELATIONS SHOWING MARKED IMPROVEMENTS SINCE IRAQ'S 
PRIMARY INTEREST AT THIS TIME WAS RESOLUTION KURDISH PROBLEM. 

LOWRIE 
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